81. Housing is not simply about bricks and mortar, nor is it simply a financial

asset. Housing includes a sense of community, trust and bonds built between

neighbours over time; the schools which educate the children; and the businesses

which support the local economy and provide needed goods and services.

Government policy has sometimes resulted in tearing apart this important sense

of community, removing a source of stability for subsidized housing residents, and

engendering a sense of mistrust of Government regard for their interests

82. The present Government is actively pursuing policy change to better meet

the housing needs of its population. The Special Rapporteur strongly urges the

Government to increase opportunities for dialogue with civil society and tenant

organizations. The town hall format which was used during her visit was met with

broad support from civil society organizations, and she recommends that it be

explored for interaction between local public housing authorities and residents.

Real participation of those affected by the housing crisis is essential for a

successful outcome to current efforts to change and reform.

87. The Special Rapporteur considers that, given the crisis in affordable

housing, an immediate moratorium is required on the demolition and disposition

of public housing until such time as one-for-one replacement housing is secured,

and the right to return is guaranteed to all residents. Housing should be made

available for displaced residents before any unit is demolished

89. In some cases the geographic area used to define the area median income

should be re-examined, so that income threshold criteria actually lead to access to

affordable housing.
93. Empty foreclosed properties should be made available using incentives for

the sale of the property to non-profit organizations or community land trusts, in

order to increase the stock of affordable housing.

94. The Making Home Affordable Program is a positive initiative addressing

foreclosure prevention. Further measures are necessary to ensure that an

increased number of homeowners are benefited by the programme. The Special

Rapporteur encourages the Senate to continue its discussion on the adoption of

new legislation on the creation of a national foreclosure prevention programme,

and encourages the Government to develop a study on the impact of this

programme and alternative measures to address the foreclosure crisis in the

medium and long term. 
95. The Interagency Council on Homelessness should develop constructive

alternatives to the criminalization of homelessness in full consultation with

members of civil society. When shelter is not available in the locality, homeless

persons should be allowed to shelter themselves in public areas.

96. The Administration and Congress should encourage the expansion of the

definition of homelessness to include those living with family or friends due to

economic hardship. The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

should ensure that households living with others due to economic hardship are

97. Members of the House of Representatives should co-sponsor and pass

resolution H.Res. 582 on the right of children to adequate housing. Congress

should also increase funding for housing vouchers for homeless persons or

persons at risk of homelessness and increase funding for the Family Unification

Program.

101. The Special Rapporteur acknowledges the Government’s efforts to

maintain a safe environment within subsidized housing developments. However,

she suggests that zero tolerance policies are not an answer for achieving this aim, 
and suggests the Government commit resources to determine the real effects of

such policies on families, particularly minority families, and reform these policies.

104. The Special Rapporteur recommends that the United States federally

prohibit the use of criteria such as drug tests and criminal records, for gaining

access to subsidized housing.

105. Residents of public housing should have direct, active and effective

participation in the planning and decision-making process affecting their access to

housing. Residents should be seen as essential partners working alongside the

Government in transforming public housing.

106. The Government should create mechanisms to improve the participation of

affected tenants in planning and decision-making processes. Residents’ councils

should be directly elected by residents and not appointed by housing agencies.

